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EAST  FLORIDA; 


Fublfthed  by  Dr.  Stork,  who  refided  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  Auguftine,  the  metropo¬ 
lis  of  that  province. 

H  E  author  in  his  introdudion  fets 


l  forth,  that  the  defign  of  his  work  is 
not  only  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  miniftry 
upon  an  objed  of  great  national  importance, 
but  alfo  to  point  out  to  individuals  the  great 
advantage  of  obtaining  grants  of  Land  in 
Eaft  Florida,  where,  the  climate,  foil,  and 
produce  confidered,  the  lands  are  of  no  lefs 
value  than  in  the  iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  cautions  the  public  againft  any  miftake 
that  may  arife  in  regard  to  Eaft  and  Weft 
Florida,  as  the  feveral  concurrent  accounts 
of  the  unhealthinefs  and  infertility  of  Weft 
Florida  feem  to  be  too  well  founded. 


Eaft 


Eaft  Florida  is  a  pen  in  Tula,  and  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  25th  and  31ft  degree  of  north  la¬ 
titude,  and  contains  about  12,000,000  acres. 
The  author  obferves,  that  Egypt,  Arabia 
Fel  x,  Perfia,  India,  China,  and  Japan,  all 
lie  in  the  fame  latitude,  and  are  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  countries  in  all  Africa,  and  the 
eaftern  world,  for  their  fertility  and  riches  y 
and  in  his  defcription  of  the  province,  men¬ 
tions  the  river  St.  John’s  as  the  principal  ri¬ 
ver  of  this  province  in  point  of  utility  and 
beauty,  and  not  inferior  to  any  in  North 
America.  This  river  paffes  through  five 
lakes  y  the  loweft  of  them  is  called  by  the  In¬ 
dians,  the  great  lake  y  it  is  20  miles  long, 
and  10  broad,  has  eight  feet  water,  and  it 
is  now  called  lake  Grofle.  In  going  down 
from  hence,  the  firft  Britifii  habitation  is  Mr. 
Spalding’s,  an  Indian  trader’s  ftore  houfe; 
lower  is  Mr.  Rolle’s  fettlements,  and  the 
country  between  the  belt  difcovered  yet 
upon  the  river.  The  tropical  fruits  and 
plants  are  found  in  great  abundance,  and  af¬ 
ford  the  ftrongeft  evidence  that  both  foil  and 
climate  are  fit  for  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  and 
other  Weft  India  productions.  Mr.  Rolle’s 
plantation  is  well  fituated  on  the  eaftern  banks, 
and  is  the  moft  confiderable  upon  this  river, 
which  is  here  very  narrow  ^25  miles  from 
Mr.  Rolle’s  downward,  is  Picolata,  a  fmall 
fort  with  a  garrifon  ;  the  river  is  there  three 
miles  broad :  the  due  riles  at  the  bar  from  five 
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to  eight  feet,  and  two  feet  at  Mr.  Rolle’s, 
though  ioo  miles  from  the  fea.  There  are 
neither  (hallows  nor  any  rapidity  in  the  river, 
the  current  is  very  gentle,  and  veffds  may  go 
up  the  river  almod  as  eafy  as  down  for  200 
miles,  fo  that  no  river  in  the  whole  globe 
can  be  more  commodious  for  -  navigation. 
The  climate  of  Eaft  Florida  is  an  agreeable 
medium,  betwixt  the  (torching  heat  of  the 
tropicks,  and  the  pinching  cold  of  the  north¬ 
ern  latitudes.  There  is  a  change  of  feafons, 
but  it  is  a  very  moderate  one  -3  in  November 
and  December  many  trees  lofe  their  leaves, 
vegetation  goes  (lowly  on,  and  winter  is  per¬ 
ceived.  In  the  northern  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  a  (light  frod  happened  lad  year.  The 
author  found  upon  enquiry  at  Augudine,  that 
fnow  had  never  been  leen  in  that  province. 
The  tendered  plants  of  the  Wed  Indies,  fuch 
as  the  plantain,  the  alligator  pear  tree,  the 
banana,  the  pine  apple,  or  ananas,  the  fugar- 
cane,  &c.  remain  unhurt  during  the  winter, 
in  the  gardens  of  St.  Augudine.  The  fogs 
and  dark  gloomy  weather  fo  common  in  Eng¬ 
land,  are  unknown  in  this  country.  At  the 
equinoxes,  efpecially  the  autumnal,  the  rains 
fall  very  heavy  betwixt  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  for  fome 
weeks  together.  When  a  Ihower  is  over, 
the  (ky  does  not  continue  cloudy,  but  always 
clears  up,  and  the  fun  appears  again  ;  the 
mildnefs  of  the  feafons,  and  the  purity  of  the 

B  2  air* 


(  4  ) 

air,  are  probably  the  caufe  of  the  healthiness 
of  this  country :  for  when  the  Spaniards 
quitted  Auguftine,  many  of  them  were  of  a 
great  age,  fome  above  ninety,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Spanifh  fettlemeftts  in  America, 
confidered  Eaft  Florida  with  refpedl  to  its 
healthinefs,  in  the  fame  light  that  we  do 
the  fouth  of  France ;  and  from  the  Havan- 
nah,  and  elfewhere,  frequently  reforted 
thither  for  the  benefit  of  their  health,  and 
fince  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain, 
many  gentlemen  have  experienced  the  happy 
effects  of  its  climate.  Mr.  Dunnet,  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  province,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  a 
merchant  there,  both  in  a  deep  confumption, 
have  afcribed  the  recovery  of  their  health  to 
the  climate  $  and  it  appears  by  the  monthly 
returns  of  the  ninth  regiment  in  garrifon  in 
Eaft  Florida,  that  it  did  not  lofe  one  Angle 
man  by  natural  death  in  the  fpace  of  20 
months;  and  as  this  regiment  does  duty  in 
the  feveral  forts  at  different  diftances  from 
Auguftine,  viz.  at  St.  Marks  d’Apalachy, 
at  200  "miles,  Piccolata  30,  Malanza20; 
it  proves  in  the  moft  fatisfa&ory  manner,  that 
the  climate  is  healthy  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  province.  The  peninfula  of  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida  is  not  broad,  and  as  it  is  between  two 
feas,  the  air  is  cooler  and  oftener  refreshed 
with  rains,  than  further  on  the  continent. 
The  entire  abfence  of  the  fun  for  eleven  hours, 
makes  the  dews  heavy,  and  gives  the  earth 
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time  to  cool,  fo  that  the  nights  in  fummer 
are  lefs  fultry  here  than  in  the  northern  lati¬ 
tudes  where  the  fun  fhines  upon  the  earth 
for  17  or  18  hours  out  of  the  24.  The 
white  people  work  in  the  fields  in  the  heat 
of  the  day  without  prejudice  to  their  health. 
Gentlemen  frequently  ride  out  for  pleafure 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  governor 
Grant  is  regularly  on  horfeback  every  day 
from  eleven  to  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  author,  in  taking  notice  of  the  na¬ 
tural  productions  of  this  province,  afferts, 
that  in  no  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  there 
is  found  fo  great  a  variety  of  trees,  plants,-' 
and  fhrubs,  as  in  Eaft  Florida,  which  he 
conjectures  is  entirely  owing  to  the  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  climate  in  which  the  productions 
of  the  northern  and  fouthern  latitudes  feem 
to  flourifh  together,  and  mentions  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  moft  ufeful,  viz.  The  white  pine 
for  mails,  planks,  and  houfe  building  ;  the 
red  pine,  full  of  rezin,  and  fit  for  pitch  and 
tar 3  the  fpruce  fir  for  making  the  fpruce 
beer  5  the  white  cedar,  for  beards,  fhinglea, 
clapboards,  and  ftaves  for  dry  cafks  5  the  red" 
cedar,  for  fhip  building  5  the  Cyprefs  tree 
is  ufed  for  making  canoes  5  the  live  oak  is 
tougher  and  of  a  better  grain  than  the  Englifh 
oak,  and  is  highly  efteemed  for  fhip  build¬ 
ing  3  the  chefnut  oak  affords  excellent  maffc 
for  hogs,  and  is  exceeding  good  timber; 
Mahogany  grows  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
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peninfula,  and  is  in  fize  and  quality  inferior 
to  the  Jamaica,  but  good  enough  to  become 
an  article  of  trade.  The  wood-cutters  from 
Providence,  come  and  cut  and  carry  it  off, 
clandeftinely.  Red  bay  feems  a  baftard  ma¬ 
hogany,  and  may  come  in  ufewhen  the  beft 
mahogany  gets  more  fcarce*  The  wallnut 
and  hiccory  afford  good  maft  for  hogs  ; 
black  cherry  tree  is  a  beautiful  wood,  the 
fruit  fmall,  and  of  little  ufe;  maple  is  of  a 
fine  variegated  grain  fit  for  cabinet  work,  in 
the  fpring  they  tap  it  in  order  to  make  fugar 
of  the  juice.  The  a(h,  locuft,  and  dog  wood 
trees  are  fit  for  the  mill  or  wheelwrights  work; 
the  mulberry  tree,  both  red  and  white,  are 
natives  of  the  country ;  the  forefts  are  full  of 
them,  they  grow  here  to  a  larger  fize  than 
in  any  other  country ;  the  leaf  of  this  tree  is’, 
the  food  of  the  filk  worm,  and  the  climate 
perfe<fily  adapted  to  that  tender  infe<ft.  The 
fuftic  and  brafiletto,  for  dying ;  the  faffafras 
was  efteemed  the  beft  in  America ;  the  bal- 
fam  tree,  like  the  fycamore  tree  in  England, 
yields  the  true  balfam  of  Tolu ;  the  magno¬ 
lia,  tulip  laurel,  tupelow  tree,,  are  all  beau¬ 
tiful  and  ornamental  in  gardens  and  pleafure 
grounds. 

The  myrtle- wax  fhrub  is  the  moft  ufeful 
of  the  fpontaneous  growth  of  America.  It 
is  found  in  all  forts  of  foil,  and  in  fuch  plenty 
in  Eaft  Florida,  that  were  there  hands  enough 
to  gather  the  berries,  they  could  fupply  all 

England 


England  with  wax.  The  procefs  of  making 
it  is  very  Ample;  they  bruife  the  berries, 
boil  them  in  water,  and  fkim  the  wax  off, 
which  is  naturally  of  a  bright  green  colour* 
and  on  account  of  its  hardnefs  is  well  adapt¬ 
ed  for  candles  in  hot  countries.  The  opun- 
tia,  or  prickly  pear,  are  of  different  fpecies 
in  Eaft  Florida ;  on  one  fort  with  a  fmooth 
leaf  is  the  cochineal  infetft  found  y  of  the 
fruit  of  the  other  fpecies,  is  made  a  vege¬ 
table  cochineal,  which  may  be  ufed  in  ordi¬ 
nary  purpofes,  inftead  of  the  true  cochineal. 
The  vines,  the  fenna  Yhrub,  farfaparilla 
China  root,  wild  indigo,  water  and  mufk- 
melons,  are  indigenous  plants  of  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida.  The  author  mentions  an  herb  that 
great  advantage  might  be  derived  from,  it 
refembles  entirely  our  famphire  in  England, 
and  is  called  barilla  or  kaly,  it  is  the  fame  of 
which  in  Spain  the  pearl  afties  are  made,  in 
the  manner  as  the  kelp  in  Scotland  ;  the  fea 
coaft,  marfhes,  and  low  lands  overflown  at 
high  tides,  are  covered  with  it  here  in  Flo¬ 
rida.  The  author  mentions  the  deer  as  an 
animal  moft  worthy  of  notice,  as  the  fkins 
are  at  prefent  the  only  article  of  exportation. 
The  buffalo  is  found  in  the  favannahs  or  na¬ 
tural  meadows,  the  peculiarity  of  which  is, 
that  inftead  of  hair  it  is  covered  with  frizzled 
wool.  The  bear  is  not  a  fierce,  but  an  ufe- 
ful  animal ;  it  feeds  upon  grapes,  chefnuts, 
acorns,  &c.  is  reckoned  good  food,  efpeci- 
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ally  the  hams.  The  racoon  is  a  fpecies  of 
the  bear,  but  fmaller,  and  is  efteemed  very 
delicate  eating.  The  horned  cattle  are  as 
big  as  in  England,  in  the  inland  parts. 
Hares  are  very  plenty,  but  not  bigger  than 
an  Englifh  rabbit.  The  horfes  are  of  the 
Spani£h  breed,  of  great  fpirit,  but  little 
flrength  ;  but  the  Indians,  by  mixing  the 
Spanifh  breed  with  the  Carolina,  have  excel¬ 
lent  horfes  both  for  fervice  and  beauty. 
This  province  has  great  variety  of  birds;  im- 
menfe  numbers  migrate  here  in  winter  to 
avoid  the  cold  of  northern  latitudes.  In  the 
woods  are  plenty  of  wild  turkeys,  which  are 
better  tailed,  as  well  as  larger,  than  our  tame 
ones  in  England.  The  pheafant  is  as  large 
as  ours,  but  in  plumage  like  our  partridge. 
The  American  partridge  feems  to  be  of  the 
fpecies  of  our  quail.  The  wild  pigeons  for 
three  months  are  in  fuch  plenty,  that  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them  would  feem  incredible.  All 
the  different  forts  of  water-fowls  belonging 
to  America  (the  fwan  excepted)  are  found 
here  in  the  greatefl  abundance. 

The  rivers  of  the  fouthern  part  of  North 
America  abound  greatly  with  fifh,  but  Florida 
more  than  any  other :  thofe  moflly  made  ufe 
of  are  the  bafs,  mullet,  different  forts  of  rays 
and  flat  fifh,  cat  filh,  fea-trout,  and  black  fifh  ; 
feveral  forts  of  crabs,  prawns,  and  fhrimps 
of  an  extraordinary  fize.  The  oyfters  are  fo 
plentiful  here,  that  nothing  is  more  common, 
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than  at  low  water  to  fee  whole  rocks  of 
them.  There  are  three  forts  of  fea  turtle 
common  in  Eaft  Florida;  the  logger-head, 
hawks  bill,  and  green  turtle :  there  are  like- 
wife  two  forts  of  land  turtle,  one  of  them  is 
amphibious,  and  the  other  not  fo,  is  called  a 
terrapin.  Eaft  Florida  has  fewer  infefts  than 
any  other  province  in  America;  during  my 
flay  here,  I  faw  but  two  black  fnakes.  Mr. 
Rolle,  who  for  12  months  lived  con  dandy 
in' the  woods,  has  feen  but  one  rattle-fnake  ; 
its  having  fo  few  venomous  creatures,  is 
owing  to  the  hunting  parties  of  the  Creek 
Indians,  who  are  difperfed  through  the 
whole  province,  and  continually  fet  the  grafs 
on  fire  for  conveniency  of  hunting,  by  which 
means,  not  only  the  infedls  but  their  eggs 
alfo  are  deftroyed.  Alligators  are  here  in 
great  numbers,  but  never  attack  men  either 
in  the  water  or  upon  land;  all  the  mifchief 
they  do,  is  carrying  off  young  pigs  from 

the  plantations  near  the  rivers.  There 

is  a  large  yellow  fpider,  bigger  than  a  pi¬ 

geon's  egg,  its  webb  a  true  yellow  fiik,  fa 
ftrong  as  to  catch  fmall  birds,  upon  which  it 
feeds  :  the  bite  of  this  fpider  is  attended  with 
a  fwelling  of  the  part  and  great  pain,  but  no 
danger  of  life.  A  great  variety  of  lizards  are 
found  here,  fome  of  them  very  beautiful, 
changing  their  colour  like  the  chamelion  ; 
they  are  quite  harmlefs  infers. 
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The  author  is  difpofed  to  prognofticate 
that  cotton  will  be  a  da  pie  commodi¬ 
ty  of  this  province ;  the  utility  and  import¬ 
ance  of  which,  as  an  article  of  trade,  is  well 
known.  Bengal  and  the  Coromandel  coaft, 
in  a  great  meafure,  owe  their  riches  to  it. 
The  calicoes,  chints,  muflins,  annually  im¬ 
ported  by  the  Eaft:  India  Company,  and  fold 
at  fuch  immenfe  profit,  are  all  made  of  cot¬ 
ton.  The  quantity  imported  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  notwithfianding  the  great  increafe 
lately  made  in  the  produce  of  it  at  Tortola, 
one  of  the  Virgin  iflands  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  bears  but  a  fmall  proportion  to  the 
whole  confumption.  A  great  demand  has 
railed  the  price  of  the  Turkey  cotton  from 
five  pence  to  ten  pence  a  pound,  and  of  the 
Weft  India,  from  nine  pence  to  two  (hil¬ 
lings.  The  Manchefter  manufactures  are 
greatly  cramped  by  the  fcarcity  of  this  com¬ 
modity,  and  would  be  confiderably  extended 
fhould  cotton  become  more  plentiful  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Mr.  Rolle  has  planted  the  cotton 
fhrub  in  Eaft  Florida,  where  he  has  found  it 
thrive  fo  well,  as  plainly  proves  the  foil  and 
climate  is  adapted  to  it.  The  author  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  fhew  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  cotton,  rice,  and  fugar,  will  grow 
there,  and  fays,  that  the  planters  from  Ca¬ 
rolina,  who  have  vifited  Eaft  Florida  fince  it 
came  into  our  pofleftion,  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  much  better  for  the  production  of  rice, 

even 
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even  than  South  Carolina ;  and  alfo  that 
there  is  not  the  lead  doubt  of  the  climate 
being  better  adapted  to  the  fi Ik- worm  than 
any  country  in  Europe,  or  probably  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  frequent  fhowers  refrefh  the  air,  and 
the  fea  breezes  keep  it  in  condant  agitation. 
The  thunder  is  neither  fo  violent  nor  fo 
common.  The  fugar  cane  grew  at  Auguf- 
tine,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  foon 
planted  in  Eaft  Florida;  both  the  foil  and 
climate  of  Eaft  Florida  feem  to  fuit  this 
plant.  The  Spaniards  planted  fome  of  the 
Guatinala  indigo  in  their  gardens  at  Auguf- 
tine,  where  the  author  declares  he  has  feen, 
in  a  poor  fandy  foil,  indigo  plants  of  a  larger 
fize,  and  in  a  more  luxurious  date,  than 
ever  he  faw  in  South  Carolina  in  the  richeft 
and  bed  cultivated  lands,  and  fays  he  was  in¬ 
formed,  the  Spaniards  cut  it  four  times  a 
year.  Indian  corn  is  the  common  food  of 
America,  and  it  grows  here  almod  in  every 
foil.  The  large  bounties  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  confiderable  premiums  by  the 
fociety  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  commerce,  will  induce  fome 
of  the  new  fettlers  to  cultivate  hemp.  The 
vines  grow  in  almod  all  parts  of  America 
fouth  of  Delaware,  in  great  plenty,  and 
when  it  is  obferved  that  the  riched  wines  are 
produced  in  the  iflands  of  Madeira,  and  the 
Canaries,  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  Levant,  lying  nearly  in  the 
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fame  latitude  as  Eafl  Florida,  it  will  probably 
not  be  owing  to  any  defe-ft  in  foil  or  cli-? 
mate,  if  wine  is  not  produced  hereafter  in 
fome  plenty  upon  this  continent.  Currants, 
raid  ns,  figs,  and  olives,  will  mod  probably 
thrive  here  when  they  are  planted, 
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FROM 


An  eminent  Planter  in  South  Carolina,  to  a 
noble  Lord  in  England.  Dated  Charles- 

O 

Town,  South  Carolina,  Augufl:  27,  1765. 
O  ON- after  my  arrival  at  Auguftine,  I 


fet  out  for  St.  Juans  river,  and  arrived 


that  evening  at  Picolata,  a  fmall  fort  upon 
the  banks  of  St.  Juans;  next  morning  we 
proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as  Mr.  Pvolie’s 
town,  which  may  be  about  30  miles  from 
Picolata.  The  land  on  both  fides  the  river 
is  very  indifferent,  except  fome  fpots  here 
and  there,  but  at  Mr.  Rolie’s  the  good  land 
begins.  After  flaying  one  night  at  Mr. 
Rolle’s,  we  fet  out  for  Lake  George,  which 
is  20  miles  long,  and  15  broad.  From  Mr. 
Rolle’s  to  Lake  George,  which  is  near  50 
miles,  is  one  continued  body  of  excellent 
land,  I  may  fay  the  befl  in  the  king’s  domi- 
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nions.  This  tradt  alone  is  capable  of  produ¬ 
cing  yearly,  more  rice  than  the  whole  pro¬ 
vince  of  South  Carolina  has  ever  yet  produ¬ 
ced  in  a  year.  Thefe  lands  feem  more  adapt¬ 
ed  to  rice  and  indigo  than  any  thing  elfe ;  it 
is  better  land  than  mine  at  Winyaw,  which  is 
reckoned  feme  of  the  bed  in  South  Carolina. 
We  intended  to  crofs  the  Lake,  but  the  wind 
blowing  frefb,  and  we  in  an  open  boat,  it 
was  not  thought  fafe  to  venture,  and  there¬ 
fore  turned  back  after  flaying  one  night  and 
a  day.  Our  guide,  who  was  a  man  of  cre¬ 
dit,  informed  us,  that  after  you  pafs  over 
Lake  George,  there  was  good  land  on  each 
iide  of  the  river  for  50  miles,  when  you 
meet  with  another  Lake  not  quite  fo  large 
as  Lake  George;  when  that  is  eroded,  the 
country  as  far  as  you  can  fee,  on  both  lides  of 
the  river,  is  a  frefh  water  marfh :  for  40  miles 
higher  up  thefe  marfhes  are  extraordinary 
rich  lands ;  here  the  river  begins  to  be  dial- 
low,  but  from  the  mouth  to  this  place,  it  is 
the  beft  and  fafeft  navigation  I  have  ever  feen. 
At  this  place,  in  a  dill  evening,  the  furf  of 
the  fea  is  heard,  and  plenty  of  fca  birds  are 
feen  in  the  river,  which  is  a  dgn  it  cannot 
be  above  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  fea. 

In  coming  down  the  river,  within  a  few 
miles  from  Mr.  Rolle’s,  we  pitched  upon  an 
iflartd,  where  we  landed  and  examined  it ; 
it  may  contain  about  14  or  1500  acres;  a 
ridge  of  high  lands,  runs  acrofs,  on  which  is 
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a  continued  grove  of  orange  trees,  live  oath, 
wild  cherries,  and  magnolia  ;  on  each  fide  of 
this  ridge  is  a  fine  body  of  rich  low  lands  as 
any  in  the  world.  Near  this  ifland  is  a  trad: 
of  very  good  land,  feparated  from  it  by  a 
creek  of  about  40  yards  wide,  and  deep 
enough  for  any  (hip.  Great  plenty  of  frefh 
water  fifh  is  here  in  the  river,  and  abundance 
of  ducks  and  wild  turkies  upon  the  ifland.  I 
fhall  return  to  Eaft  Florida  next  November, 
and  carry  negroes  with  me,  as  the  governor 
will  not  grant  us  our  land  till  the  negroes 
are  arrived  in  the  province. 
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The  Surveyor  General  of  Eafl:  Florida. 

Dated  St.  Auguftine,  May  i,  1765. 

* 

* 

SIR, 

IN  confequence  of  your  defire,  I  acquaint 

you  that  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 

and  virtue  of  my  appointment  as  furveyor 

general  of  the  fouthern  diftridt  of  North 

America,  I  have  made  an  exadt  furvey  of 

the  land  and  fea  coaft  from  St.  Auguftine 

towards  the  Cape  of  Florida,  as  far  as  latitude 

26.  40.  You  may  inform  thofe  who  chufe 

to  become  inhabitants  of  Eafl:  Florida  at  this 

favourable  jundture  of  its  beginning,  that 

the  firfl:  comers  will  have  great  advantage  in 

the  choice  of  their  land.  There  is  variety 

* 

of  foil  in  Eafl:  Florida;  the  high  lands,  fome 
very  rich,  with  a  clay  foundation,  fome  lefs, 
1  •  with 
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with  a  Tandy  bottom,  and  Tome  quite  Tandy. 
The  firfl:  and  Tecond  produce  oranges,  Tweet 
and  Tour,  lemons,  oak,  afh,  red  bay  fpice 
tree,  papaw  tree  and  pine;  the  thifd  Tort  of 
foil  produces  the  cabbage  tree,  and  arboreous 
grape  vine,  the  plumb  tree  and  opantia,  on 
which  the  cochineal  worrtl  is  nourifhed. 
The  low  lands  are  partly  cypreTs  and  Tupc- 
ldw  TvVamp?,  partly  frefh  water  tiiarfh,  with¬ 
out  any  tree  except  cedar ;  on  the  foot  of 
the  high  lands,  partly  fait  water  marfh,  full 
of  the  barilla  and  the  mangrove  tree  :  there 
is  an  inland  navigation  moftly  through  the 
whole  province,  by  which  the  produce  may*’ 
be  conveyed  to  the  Capes,  or  to  St.  Mary’s 
fiver  to  the  northward. 
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OBSERVATIONS  of  DENYS  ROLLE, 

'l  —  ' 

Who  formed  a  fettlement  on  St.  Johns  river , 
in  the  province  of  Eaji  Florida ,  with  his 
propfah  to  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  inclined 
.  to  fettle  thereon. 

np  H  E  foregoing  account  of  Dr.  Stork’s,. 
•**  is  nearly  verified  by  my  own  perfonal 
obfervations  and  experience  from  October 
1764,  to  October  1765,  during  which  time, 
I  either  refided  upon  my  plantation  or  was  tra¬ 
velling  through  different  parts  of  the  province; 
the  climate  is  extremely  fine,  perhaps  not  to 
be  furpaffed  in  the  whole  world ;  its  greater 
fruitfulnefs  exceeding  that  of  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  may  be  attributed  to  its  more 
fouthern  latitude.  Its  preference  to  the  Weft 
Indies  as  well  as  thofe  colonies  mentioned, 
and  Weft  Florida,  muft  be  given  in  point  of 
health  arifing  from  a  two-fold  confideration, 
of  a  more  northern  latitude  than  the  former, 
and  alfo  the  enjoyment  of  a  trade  wind  paf- 
fing  over  the  peninfula,  not  felt  in  the  other. 
This  wind  I  was  extremely  fenfible  of  in  my 
journey  to  St.  Marks,  on  the  bay  of  Mexico, 
in  the  month  of  May  :  when  I  came  to  the 
high  land  of  Latchaway,  the  firft  Indian 
town,  about  50  miles  from  my  fettlement, 
weft  north  weft,  where  this  wind  was  rather 
difagreeably  cold,  in  that  otherwife  warm 
month — This  being  the  higheft  land  between 
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every  part  will  enjoy  it,  at  prefen t  it  is  per¬ 
ceivable  chiefly  in  the  creeks  of  the  rivers, 
but  certainly  tends  much  to  the  purity  of  the 
air.  Every  thing  in  nature  feems  to  corre- 
fpond  towards  the  cultivation  of  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  whole  world,  in  fome  part  or 
other  of  this  happy  province,  the  moll 
precious  jewel  of  his  majefty’s  American  do¬ 
minions.  In  order  to  fettle  this  province,  his 
Majefty’s  Governor  iffued  a  Proclamation  to 
all  perfons,  *c  That  they  may,  on  application 
**  to  him  in  council  at  St.  Auguftine,  obtain 
grants  of  lands  in  the  faid  province  of  Eaft 
tf£  Florida,  in  the  following  quantities,  and 
“  on  the  following  terms  :  that  100  acres 
“  of  land  will  be  granted  to  every  perfon, 
u  being  mafter  or  miftrefs  of  a  family,  for 
him  or  herfelf ;  and  50  acres  for  every 
<c  white  and  black  man,  woman,  or  child, 
<c  of  which  fuvch  perfons  family  fhall  confilt, 
<c  at  the  adtual  time  of  making  the  grants 
**  and  in  cafe  any  perfon  applying  as  afore- 
<c  faid,  fhall  be  defirous  of  taking  up  a 
larger  quantity  of  land  than  the  family 
“  right  entitles  fuch  perfon  to,  upon  fhew- 
tc  ing  a  probability  of  cultivation,  an  adr 
ditional  number  of  acres,  not  exceeding 
u  2000  may  be  obtained  upon  paying  the 
<c  receiver  of  the  quit-rents  the  fum  of  five 
JC  (hillings  fterling,  for  every  50  acres  of 
ie  fuch  additional  grant,  on  the  day  of  the 
‘f  date  of  the  faid  grant.  That  the  quit- 
“  rents  of  the  land  granted  in  this  province, 
cc  be  one  halfpenny  per  acre,  payable  to  his 
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on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  which  fhall 
happen  two  years  after  the  date  of  the 
grant :  that  in  all  grants  of  land  to  be 
made,  regard  will  be  had  to  the  profit¬ 
able  and  the  unprofitable  acres,  fo  that 
each  grantee  may  have  a  proportionable 
number  of  one  fort  or  the  other :  as  like- 
wife  that  the  breadth  of  each  trad:  of  land 
be  one  third  of  the  length  of  fuch  trad, 
and  that  the  length  of  each  trad  do  not 
extend  along  the  banks  of  any  river,  but 
the  main  Land,  that  thereby  the  faid 
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grantees  may  have  each  a  convenient  (hare 
of  what  accommodation  the  faid  river  may 
afford  either  for  navigation  or  otherwife. 
That  all  perfons,  on  fulfilling  the  terms 
of  the  firft  grant,  may  have  a  further 
grant  of  the  like  quantity  of  lands  on  the 
fame  terms  as  aforefaid  3  that  for  every  50 
acres  of  plantable  land,  each  grantee  fhall 
be  obliged  within  three  years  after  the  date 
of  the  grant,  to  clear  and  work  three  acres 
at  leaft,  on  that  part  of  the  trad  which 
they  fhall  think  moft  convenient  and  ad¬ 
vantageous,  or  elfe  to  drain  or  clear  three 
acres  of  fwampy  funken  ground,  or  drain 
three  acres  of  marfh,  if  any  fuch  be  within 
his  or  her  grant.  That  for  every  fifty 
acres  of  land,  accounted  barren,  every 
Grantee  fhall  be  obliged  to  put  on  his  or 
her  land,  within  three  years  after  the  date 
of  the  grant,  three  neat  cattle,  which 
number  every  perfon  fhall  be  obliged  to 
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f}  That  if  any  perfon  {hall  take  up  a  trad  of 
**  land,  wherein  there  {hall  be  no  part  fit  For 
f*  prefent  cultivation  without  manuring  and 
<c  improving  the  fame,  every  fuch  grantee 
“  {hall  be  obliged,  within  three  years  from 
<c  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  ere£t  on  fome  part 
“  of  the  land,  one  good  dwelling-houfe,  at 
leaft  20  feet  in  length,  and  j6  in  breadth ; 
?5  and  alfo  to  put  on  the  land,  the  number 
u  of  three  neat  cattle  for  every  50  acres. 
55  That  if  any  perfon  who  {hall  take  up  any 
€.c  ftony  or  rocky  grounds,  not  fit  for  culture 
5C  or  pafture,  {hall  within  three  years  after 
the  paffing  the  grant,  begin  to  employ 
f£  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for  three 
years  then  next  enfuing,  in  digging  any 
55  ftone  quarry  or  other  mine,  one  good 
cc  hand  for  every  100  acres,  it  {hall  be  ac- 
fc  counted  a  fufficient  cultivation  :  that  every 
“  three  acres  which  {hall  be  cleared  and 
worked  as  aforefaid;  and  every  three 
55  acres  which  {hall  be  drained  as  afore*- 
fc  faid,  {hall  be  accounted  a  fufficient  feating, 
?c  planting,  cultivation,  and  improvement, 
iC  to  keep  for  ever  from  forfeiture  50  acres 
**  of  land  in  any  part  contained  within  the 
<c  fame  grant ;  and  the  gtantee  {hall  be  at 
5C  liberty  to  withdraw  the  ftock,  or  forbear 
*5  working  in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  pro- 
‘c  portion  to  fuch  cultivation  and  improve- 
<c  ment  as  lhall  be  made  on  the  plantable 
“  lands,  or  upon  the  fwamps  or  funken 
“  grounds,'  or  marfhes,  which  {hall  be  in- 
Jc  eluded  in  the  fame  grant. _ That  when 
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**  and  patent  any  land,  fhall  have  feated, 
*C(  planted,  or  cultivated,  and  improved  the 
/c  faid  land,  ,or  any  part  of  it,  according  to 
u  the  directions  and  Conditions  above-men- 

*  if  « 

tfC  tioned,  fuch  patentee  may  make  proof  of 
cc  fuch  feating,  planting,  and  cultivation  or 
“  improvements,  in  any  court  of  record  in 
<c  the  faid  province,  or  in  the  court  of  the 
country  diftridt  or  precindt  where  fuch 
“  lands  (hall  be,  and  have  fuch  proofs  cer- 
“  tified  to  the  regifter  and  office,  and  thofe 
ic  entered  with  the  record  of  the  faid  patent, 
<c  a  copy  of  which  fhall  be  admitted  on 
any  tryal,  to  prove  the  feating  and  plant- 
<c  ing  fuch  lands.”*  Alfo  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  repre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  that  application  had 
been  made  to  them  by  Denys  Rolle,  praying 
for  a  grant  of  lands  in  his  majefty’s  province 
of  Eaft  Florida,  in  order  to  make  a  fettlement 
thereon  :  his  majefty  took  the  fame  into  con- 
fideration,  and  having  received  the  opinion 
of  the  lords  commiflioners  for  trade  and  plan¬ 
tations,  and  alfo  of  the  committee  of  the 
lords  of  his  majefty ’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council,  was  thereupon  pleafed  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  privy  council,  to  order  that  the 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  hi$ 
majefty’s  province  of  Eaft  Florida  for  the 
time  being,  to  caufe  twenty  thou  (and  acres  of 
land  to  be  furveyed  in  one  contiguous  tradt, 
on  fuch  part  of  the  faid  province  as  the  faid 
Denys  Rolle,  or  his  attorney  fhall  choofe,  not 
alr^aftv  granted  nr  ftirveved  fn  others  i  and 
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his  majefty  *s  dire&ions  and  general  inftruc* 
tions,  to  pafs  a  grant  for  the  fame  to  the  faid 
Denys  Roile,  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
vince,  upon  the  following  terms,  conditions, 
and  refervations,  viz.  That  the  grantee  do 
fettle  the  lands  with  proteftant  white  inha¬ 
bitants,  within  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
the  grant,  in  proportion  of  one  perfon  for 
every  ioo  acres.  That  if  one  third  of  the 
land  is  not  fettled  with  white  proteftant  in¬ 
habitants  in  the  above-mentioned  proportion, 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant, 
the  whole  to  be  forfeited  to  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  or  fucceflors.  That  fuch  part  of  the 
whole  tradt  as  is  not  fettled  with  white  pro¬ 
teftant  inhabitants  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  revert 
to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflors. 
That  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  halfpenny 
fterling  per  acre,  be  referved  to  his  majefty, 
his  heirs,  or  fucceffors,  payable  at  the  feaft 
of  St.  Michael  in  every  year,  to  commence 
and  become  payable  upon  one  half  of  the 
faid  land,  on  the  faid  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
which  (hall  firft  happen  after  the  expiration 
of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  and 
to  be  payable  on  every  enfuing  feaft  of  St. 
Michael,  or  within  fourteen  days  after,  and 
the  whole  quantity  to  be  fubject  in  like  man¬ 
ner  to  the  like  quit- rent  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years.  That  there  be  a  refervation  in 
the  faid  grant,  to  his.  majefty,  his  heirs,  and 
fucceffors,  of  all  thofe  parts  of  the  land 
which  the  lurvevor  (hall,  udo n  the  return  of 
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the  furvey,  report  to  be  proper  for  ereStirig* 
fortifications,  publick  wharfs,  naval  yards, 
or  for  other  military  purpofes ;  that  there  be 
a  refervation  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs,  and 
fucceffors,  of  all  mines  of  gold;  filver,  cop¬ 
per,  lead,  and  coals.  That  any  part  of  the 
land  which  fhall  appear  by  the  furveyor’s  re- 
port,  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
hemp  or  flax,  it  fhall  be  a  condition  of  the 
grant,  that  the  grantee  fhall  fow  and  continue 
annually  to  cultivate  a  due  proportion  of  the 
land,  not  lefs  than  one  acre  in  every  thoufand, 
with  that  beneficial  article  of  produce.  And 
the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majefty province  of  Eaft  Florida  for  the 
time  being,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  con¬ 
cern,  were  required  to  carry  his  majeflys 
commands  thereby  fignified  into  execution. 

Having  obtained  a  grant  of  20,000  acres  of 
land,  in  purfuance  of  which,  and  agreeable  to 
the  views  of  government  in  ftrengthening  this 
province  with  the  fettlement  of  white  in¬ 
habitants,  I  endeavoured  in  the  year  176410 
form  a  fettlement  in  that  province  with  fuch 
inhabitants ;  I  carried  feveral  with  me,  fome 
of  the  neighbouring  colonies  joined  mine* 
and  in  May  1765,  received  the  addition  of  a 
fmall  fhip  load  of  fettlers  from  the  Weft  of 
England.  My  fettlement  was  formed  in  the 
heart  of  the  province,  on  a  river  bigger  than 
the  Thames,  having  two  feet  of  tide  at  my 
village,  which  is  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
fea ;  a  foot  tide  at  between  30  and  40  miles 

hicrhpr  nrt.  and  two  hundred  and  fiftv  miles 
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nearly  of  eafy  navigation  throughout,  di¬ 
viding  the  province  into  two  parts,  befides 
feveial  confiderable  rivers  falling  into  the 
great  one  on  both  Tides,  which  permit  boats 
to  afcend  into  mod  parts  of  the  province  al¬ 
ready  given  up  by  the  Indian  nation. 
Though  this  met  with  Tome  difficulties  at 
firft,  as  every  firfb  attempt  will  in  a  new  un¬ 
fettled  province,  yet  a  ftricft  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  my  fettlers  furmounted  thofe  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  a  mid  ft  every  obftruCtion  given 
by  the  jealoufy  or  defigns  of  the  evib minded, 
provided  the  fettlement  with  neceffiaries,  and 
at  length  left  them  on  my  departure  for  Eng¬ 
land,  together  with  what  fupplies  I  fent  up 
from  Georgia,  the  place  of  my  embarkation, 
in  great  plenty  of  moft  forts  of  the  neceffaries 
and  feme  conveniences  of  life,  a  large  ftock 
of  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry,  an  harveft  of 

Corn,  Rice,  and  Cotton  to  gather  in - an 

earned  of  future  productions. 

My  own  experience  having  furnifhed  me 
with  the  beft  inftruCtions  for  others,  will  firft 
of  all  point  out  the  objections  naturally 
arifing  to  the  fettlement  of  the  Englilh  in 
this  province,  before  I  exprefs  any  circum- 
fiances  that  may  entice  any  perfons  to  become 
adventurers;  then  would  obviate  each  of 
thofe  objections,  and  afterwards  fhew  the 
great  conveniences  and  peculiar  advantages 
that  would  accrue  to  thofe  who  ffiould  in¬ 
cline  to  fettle  there,  and  will  accept  the  after- 
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mentioned  propofals  of  fettling  on  the  lands 
chofen  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty’s  order  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Province,  for  a  grant  to  my- 
felf.  The  firft  great  objection  is  the  heat  of 
the  climate.  This  is  lefs  than  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  but  if  more,  by  the  fituation,  being 
more  fouthern  than  Carolina  or  Georgia, 
yet  for  the  aforementioned  *  reafons,  and  by 
experience,  being  in  the  former  province 
in  two  different  fummers,  can  declare  the 
heat  to  be  more  fufferable.  White  people 
myfelf  inured  to  labour,  though  not  born  to 
it,  being  one,  who  could  work  the  whole  days 
for  -f*  eight  months  in  the  year;  in  the  four 
fummer  months,  two  or  three  hours  in  the 
morning  and  the  fame  in  the  evening,  may 
be  fuffered  by  whites,  and  the  culture  of  the 
ground,  for  the  refpedtive  crops  will  require 
no  more  in  the  open  funfhine  :  for  if  the  weeds 
are  followed  by  the  hoe  during  the  cooler 
months,  the  crop  furmounts  them  before  the 
weather  is  encreafed  much  in  heat,  and  the 
planter  need  only  view  the  crop,  keeping  the 
weeds  down  and  ripening  faft  to  perfection, 

*  Seepage  17  and  18. 

+  The  climate,  during  thefe  eight  months,  is  very  fine* 
and  believed  to  equal,  if  not  exceed,  any  other  in  the 
,  known  world — I  he  heat  of  the  four  other  months,  thp* 
great,  yet  is  more  fufferable  than  that  in  fome  more 
northern  latitudes,  by  an  extraordinary  purity  of  air, 
which  may  be  breathed  eafier  by  afthmatical  people  than 
air  in  England  during  the  fame  feafon. 
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An  example  will  fuffice  for  information.  A 
Whiteman  at  my  fettlement,  the  year  before 
I  came,  cleared  a  piece  of  ground  in  fome 
other  part  of  the  province  in  the  manner  ac~ 
cuftomed,  that  is,  cutting  the  trees  off  bread: 
high  with  a  fhort  handled  ax  without  the 
inconveniency  of  ftooping  which  would 
attend  the  cutting  it  off  near  the  root  with 
fuch  a  tool.  Though  by  my  ufing  a  long 
handled  axe,  I  found  more  weight  added  to 
the  ftroke,  and  the  tree  might  be  fevered 
near  the  root,  ftill  without  that  inconveni¬ 
ence:  however,  the  faid  piece  of  ground 
contained  about  four  acres,  and  the  above- 
mentioned  perfon  cleared  it- in  that  manner 
in  lefs  than  a  month,  and  after  chopping  off 
the  limbs,  and  letting  them  lye  there  fome 
time  to  reduce  the  fap,  and  burning  them  on 
the  fpot  partly  to  afhes;  he  hoed  in  fome  com 
in  the  fpaces  between  the  roots,  and  greater 
loggs  ftill  remaining  unburnt;  and  after  the 
corn  was  come  up,  he  fowed  fome  peas  be¬ 
tween  the  hills  of  corn  as  made  by  drawing 
up  the  weeds  and  earth  from  time  to  time  to 
the  corn,  and  alfo  fome  Pompions,  which 
prove  wholefome  and  good  food  in  that  cli¬ 
mate,  though  not  much  approved  of  here,  and 
alfo  fome  Cotton  feed,  all  which  he  did  by  the 
labour  of  himfelf  alone,  having  no  perfon 
whatfoever  living  with  him  to  affift  him.  He 
reaped  from  this  labour  of  a  few  days  only  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  cooler  feafon  of  the  year; 

E  2  the 

\ 


(28)  - 

the  quantity  he  fuppofed  of  fourfcore 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  feveral  bufhels  of 
Peas,  the  number  I  have  forgot,  200  of 
Pompions,  a  iupply  fufficient  for  five  in  fa¬ 
mily  during  the  year,  and  had  alfo  20  pounds 
of  Cotton  for  cloathing  or  fale.  It  is  to  be  oh- 
ferved  that  Rice,  though  partly. cleanfed  from 
weeds  by  the  hoe,  is  chiefly  by  being  fown 
m  fuch  lands  as  may  be  overflowed  either 
by  tide  water  or  ftreams  penn’d  back  by 
damms,  relieved  from  weeds  by  water  let  in 
on  r,  which  nouriffaes  the  grain,  at  the 
fame  time  it  deftroys  the  weeds. 

The  fecond  inconvenience  muft  arife 
from  an  opportunity  feized  on,  and  an  incli¬ 
nation  given  way  to,  in  drinking  much 
ftrong  liquor  or  rum  unmixed,  as  plenty  and 
cbeapnefs  permits;  and  in  quenching  the 
third:,  naturally  inclined  to  a  cool  draught 
by  liquor,  either  water  or  other  fort  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  degree  of  temperature  with  the  blood, 
Jbmewhat  moved  by  the  heat  alone  in  fum- 
mer,  but  if  excited  by  labour,  muft  nearly 
boil.  This  then  is  a  voluntary  inconveni¬ 
ence,  to  be  remedied  by  a  mixture  always  of 
feven- eighths  of  water  to  one  of  rum,  a  pro¬ 
portion,  though  derided  at  firft  by  the  incau¬ 
tious,  yet  acquiefced  and  approved  by  all 
after  long  experiment.  In  fummer  the  thirft 
Should  be  allayed  by  water  drank  from  a 
funny  ftream,  or  liquors  heated  by  the  fire,, 
to  the  fame  degree  as  the  blood  may  be  at 
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that  time ;  this,  though  not  fo  pleafant  in 
the  mouth  or  throat,  yet  prevents  that  (hock 
to  the  body  cold  liquors  would  give  it :  lets 
in  quantity  will  fuffice  to  fatisfy  the  third* 
and  fuch  will  give  drength  to  the  laborious 
man.  ,  * 

The  next  thing  that  the  fettlers  are  af¬ 
fected  in,  is  the  temperature  of  the  mind. 
Does  the  unprovided  gentleman,  does  the 
misfortunate  tradefman,  docs  the  numerous 
and  dreightened  family  of  laborious  hulband- 
men  feek  a  retirement  from  luxury  and  mif- 
fortunes  attendant  thereon,  a  renewal  of  cha¬ 
racter  on  the  mod  honed  principle,  a  large  field 
for  cultivation  and  improvement,  to  procure 
a  comfortable  maintenance,  a  plentiful  pro- 
vifion,  an  opportunity  of  railing  their  new 
fund  to  the  highed  pitch  of  reputable  gran¬ 
deur  ?  Let  thefe  mark  well  this  ohfervation  : 
activity  alone  in  thefe  employs  will  preferve 
that  temper  of  mind  which  will  contribute 
to  health  of  body.  It  is  a  relaxation  for  any 
confiderable  time  that  contracts  that  indo¬ 
lence  of  difpofition,  and  brings  back  to  the 
mind  the  fatal  remembrance  of  misfortunes 
of  life,  the  dips  of  youth,  the  former  errors 
in  the  native  country  they  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
pair.  This  produces  the  defpair  that  ener¬ 
vates  the  man,  and  (hatters  the  frame  to  pie¬ 
ces,  though  outwardly  appears  in  different 
dileafes,  faid  to  be  incident  to  the  hotter 
dienes. 


z 


Though 


(  3°  ) 

Though  this  province  krfows  no  other  dif- 
order  but  a  fpecies  of  the  ague,  yet  ftill  this 
may  be  generated,  if  not  fo,  at  leaft  nourifh- 
ed,  I  may  fay  by  the  fame  means ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  fixing  the  attention  to  the  main 
end  of  the  retirement  to  thefe  colonies,  pur- 
filing  it  with*  refolution,  temperance,  and 
labour,  join  hand  in  hand  to  confolidate  and 
ftrengthen  every  vein,  and  prefqrve  the  hu¬ 
man  frame  in  youthful  ftrength.  Here  then 
is  the  fountain  of  youth,  faid  by  former  wri¬ 
ters  to  be  found  in  this  province  of  Eaft 
Florida. 

-A.  •“-.-Sijj.. 

1  can  fcarce  mention  under  this  head  of 
objections,  the  noxiojjfs  beafts,  infedts,  and 
reptiles ;  they  chiefl#  are  produced  by  the 
imagination.  CuftGpi  will  accommodate  the 
mind  to  thofe  thatjfre  real.  Of  Beafts  there 
are  Wolves,  Bj|p,  Tigers,  and  perhaps 
Panthers,  thojjppof  the  latter  rather  uncer¬ 
tain.  None^  thefe  were  ever  known  to  at- 
tack  a  ftfan :  the  firft  extremely  fearful, 
when  any  have  come  up  to  our  fires  in  the 
woods,  where  we  happen  to  lie  down  by 
night,  on  the  leaft  noife  take  to  an  immediate 
flight :  the  laft  and  the  fierceft,  though  ffnall, 
on  the  attack  of  a  dog  have  deftroyed  it. 
The  bears  are  ufeful  animals,  fine  food,  and 
wear  good  Ikins,  never  attack  a  man  $  and 
though  I  have  wounded  one  myfelf,  yet  did 
not  offer  to  attack  me.  Of  the  *  alligator, 


*  See  page  9. 
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the  mod  dreadful  in  appearance  of  any,  a 
true  and  full  account  is  given  already.  The 
rattle-fnakes  the  mod  dangerous,  though 
commonly  guarded  againft  by  the  hunters, 
by  a  piece  of  woolen  wrapt  about  the  legs, 
yet  1  have  purfued  my  examination  of  the 
country,  and  followed  game  through  Mo¬ 
rales,  fwamps,  favannahs,  and  every  fort  of 
grounds,  without  accident,  though  unguarded 
by  any  method,  in  my  common  drefs  of 
.fhoes  and  ftockings ;  and  have  flept  in  all 
thofe  fituations,  fearlefs  and  unhurt.  The 
Indians,  natives  of  the  country,  have  given 
rife  to  other  fears  and  apprehenfions.  1  went 
into  the  boundlefs  forefts,  traverfed  only  by 
themfelves,  and  thofe  hearts  fo  dreaded,  be¬ 
fore  the  governor  had  any  converfe  with 
them ;  but  with  a  different  opinion  of  that 
part  of  the  human  race  than  fome  others  have 
had:  I  fuppofed  humanity,— I  found  it. 
After  feated  at  between  30  and  40  miles  from 
the  protection  of  the  government,  with  thy 
few  people  I  firft  carried  with  me,  as  foon 
as  I  heard  of  the  Indians  being  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  I  waited  on  fome  of  the  Chiefs, 
and  obtained  their  permirtion  to  remain  at 
that  place  I  fet  down  on.  By  a  kind  recep¬ 
tion  of  them  afterwards,  whenever  they 
came  thither,  what  I  expeCted  might  be 
pofiible,  proved  fo  with  facility.  The  civil¬ 
izing  of  them  proved  alfo  probable.  They 
are  kind  in  every  refpeCt  to  me  5  and  not  only 
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to  myfelf  but  mine.  After  a  few  months,  I 
undertook  a  journey  through  the  country 
they  inhabit,  with  only  my  fervant,  and  one 
perfon  more,  was  at  two  of  their  Towns,  and 
proceeded  tor  two  hundred  miles  to  St. 
Marks  on  the  bay  of  Mexico,  and  returned 
back  the  fame  way,  and  faw  them  again  in  a 
particular  hate  of  mind,  much  heated  by 
drinking  of  rum  tor  twelve  days  together,  yet 
kindly  received  me  in  perfect  friendship,  by 
the  name  they  have  fixed  on  me  of  the  Squire, 
which  they  had  given  General  Oglethorpe,  and 
is  perfectly  known  through  the  Indian  na^ 
tion ;  that  my  own  perfon  would  have  had 
fafe  Conduct  throughout  their  country,  unat¬ 
tended,  unarmed.  My  converfation  by  figns 
alone,  under  that  name,  would  convey  me 
every  where ;  and  if  they  meet  perfons  in 
the  woods,  arid  perceive  them  to  belong  to 
my  plantation,  they  (hew  marks  of  civility 
and  kindnefs.  At  my  own  plantation  they 
preferve  the  utmofl:  decency  both  to  the  wo¬ 
men  as  well  as  men,  and  for  their  own  wo¬ 
men  never  difcover  the  leaft  jealoufy  when 
they  have  even  come  by  themfeives  to  my  fet- 
dement ;  and  though  they  receive  imprudent 
prefents  of  rum  at  St.  Auguftine,  and  biing 
it  to  my  fettlement,  where  they  oftentimes 
drink  it  and  are  much  intoxicated,  they  ftill 
preferve  the  utmoft  refpedt  for  me  even  in 
their  cups,  though  they  are  eye  wrtneffes  of 
my  haying  large  quantities  of  rum  for  my 
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labouring  people,  and  always  deny  their  re- 
tjueft  for  any  trading  therein :  and  yet  not- 
withftanding  fuch  denial,  their  whole  trade 
of  fkins  lies  ready  for  my  acceptance.  Their 
confidence  in  the  juftice  of  my  plan  pro-, 
pofed  of  dealing,  has  eftablifhed  this  refo- 
lution.  A  difcovery  of  humanity  on  our 
part  has  diftinguifhed  theirs,  unknown  or 
rather  difbelieved  before  by  the  generality. 

Agreeable  to  the  plan  of  government,  I 
fhall  now  make  my  propofals  for  fettlers  to 
fet  down  on  the  tra<ft  of  land  granted  by  his 
Majefty  to  myfelf. 

To  fuch  perfons  who  have  a  competency 
to  go  over  unaflifted,  there  will  be  a  town- 
lot  fuffieient  for  a  houfe  and  garden,  and  a 
lot  of  5  acres  next  adjoining  to  the  town.; 
granted  by  leafe  for  three  lives  gratis,  under 
a  fmall  quit-rent,  juft  for  acknowledgement, 
and  to  preferve  the  houfes  from  being  unin¬ 
habited,  which  might  otherwife  be,  on  the 
removal  of  perfons  to  other  parts,  and  yet 
could  not  be  occupied  or  granted  to  others* 
but  left  defolate.  As  for  thofe  that  are  arti¬ 
ficers,  this  might  be  all  they  would  want; 
but  to  others  that  would  cultivate  land*  there 
would  be  no  limitation  as  to  quantity,  agree¬ 
able  to  their  ability,  and  proportionate  to 
their  family*  which  I  would  grant  in  fee  to 
them  and  their  heirs  for  ever  on  a  fmall  quit- 
rent.  The  above  mentioned  perfons  are 
fuppofed  to  have  50  guineas*  21  of  which 
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will  defray  their  expences  of  fettling  on  the 
land,  according  to  the  following  fchedule. 


Paffage  from  England  to  Eaft 

/. 

S. 

d. 

Florida  - 

6 

O 

O 

Bedding  - 

I 

6 

oi- 

Kitchen  and  houfliold  furniture 

I 

9 

64- 

Carpenters  tools 

I 

7 

Husbandry  tools 

2 

7 

5 

Implements  for  game  and  fifh 

18 

r-\ 

provilion 

1 

44 

Provifion  for  half  a  year 

3 

12 

04 

Live  flock 

2 

3 

4 

Seeds  - 

O 

5 

8 

21 

O 

O 

The  remaining  30  guineas  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  price  and  wages  of  indented 
fervants,  or  a  working  negro  may  be  pur- 
chafed  with  it.  Thofe  who  have  only  21 
pounds,  will  have  all  the  above  conveniences, 
but  muft  depend  entirely  upon  themfelves 
for  labour. 

To  thofe  whofe  abilities  can  reach  only  to 
the  fum  of  12  guineas,  and  will  be  con¬ 
tented  with  the  bare  neceflaries  by  which 
perfons  may  cultivate  land,  and  by  induftry 
raife  themfelves,  the  following  fchedule  is 
adapted  5  and  they  will  have  the  fame  town 
lot  and  jfive  acre  lots,  with  a  farther  propor¬ 
tionable 
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tionable  quantity  of  land  upon 

the 

above 

terms. 

/. 

s. 

d. 

Pafiage 

6 

0 

0 

Hammock 

O 

2 

6 

Two  pair  of  Iheets 

Four  yards  of  ticking  for  the 

O 

9 

44- 

bed,  and  one  yard  for  the 

0 

bolder  - 

O 

7 

6 

Indian  blanket 

O 

4 

94* 

An  iron  crock 

O 

2 

T  • 

I 

A  tubal  '  - 

O 

2 

IO 

A  fpade 

O 

2 

IO 

An  hoe  - 

O 

1 

IO 

An  hand-faw 

O 

5 

O 

An  axe  - 

O 

2 

O 

An  hook 

O 

1 

4 

Provifion  for  half  a  year 

3 

12 

04- 

A  fow  - 

0 

12 

O 

Seed  com 

0 

5 

°4- 

12 

12 

O 

To  thofe  who  have  no  property  at  all  of 
their  own,  the  following  propofals  are  made  : 
That  they  are  indented  to  me  for  four  years 
that  I  will  maintain  them  with  provifion  until 
the  land  yields  a  return  :  That  they  will  be 
employed  in  the  firft  year  in  railing  neceffaries 
of  life  in  their  town  and  live  acre  lots,  and 
perhaps  fomething  more  j  and  in  the  three 
following  years,  in  railing  fuch  crops  as  are 
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marketable,  the  profits  of  which  {hall  be 
divided  between  the  proprietor  and  the  fet- 
tler  ;  out  of  which  divided  profits,  the  fet- 
tler,  at  the  end  of  the  four  years,  will,  with 
propeF  management,  be  able  to  fave  fuffici- 
-  ent  to  purchafe  nearly  two  negroes,  or  to 
indent  fervants  in  the  manner  he  himfelf 
was  indented.  1  mull  now  recommend  the 
proper  time  pf  paflage,  which  is  to  contrive 
to  be  there  as  foon  as  may  be  in  October, 
by  which  they  would  have  the  greateft  quan¬ 
tity  of  time  to  clear  the  ground  for  corn, 
which  is  fown  in  February,  and  alfo  all 
kinds  of  garden  feeds,  which  I  recommend 
to  be  collected  by  all  the  fettlers  to  carry 
with  them,  and  which  will  be- bed:  preferved 
in  canifters  wrapped  up  in  wax;  which 
feeds,  being  immediately  planted,  will  ripen 
at  Chriftmas,  for  the  feafon  is  fo  mild  till 

4*.  T 

•  that  time,  that  moft  things  flourifh.  To 
give  an  jnftance  of  which,  I  travelled  through 
the  country  in  December,  and  lay  open  on 
the  ground  as  in  fu miner ;  and  the  Governor 
had  pine-apple  plants  lived  through  the  win- 

■  ter  ip  open  ground,  though  the  month  of 
January  was  reckoned  uncommonly  cold. 

•  Tq  fum  up  all  the  benefits,  which  I  doubt 
not  appear  to  over-ballance  the  objections  $ 
th  ere  is  the  confideration  of  the  friendfhip 
eftablifhed  with  the  native  Indians,  effecting 
3  double  advantage,  fecurjty,  and  a  beneficial 
f  ade,  founded  on  the  mod:  honourable 
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points,  humanity  andjuftice*  of  plenty  ip  ^ 
flock  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry,  now  in- 
creafed,  ’tis  fuppofed,  from  not  a  fmall  nur- 
fery  at  the  time  of  my  leaving  America,  to 
which  is  propofed,  with  the  increafe  no\y 
taking  place  of  inhabitants,  a  large  additional 
flock  ihall  be  drove  to  thefe  fettlements. 
The  method  of  cultivation  known,  and  the 
former  fettlers  I  hope  to  find  experienced  in 
it,  and  ready  in  gratitude  to  benefit  the  fuc- 
ceeding  embarkation,  both  in  that  and  giving 
their  affiftance  in  railing  of  houfes  at  their  ar¬ 
rival.  Their  experience  will  alfo  teach  the 
procurement  of  game  at  the  leaft  expence  of 
time  and  labour,  which  I  was  unwilling  to 
encourage  at  firfl,  and  defirous  of  rather  fup- 
plying  them  at  a  greater  expence  with  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  than  introduce  a  lefs  ap- 
provable  method  of  livelihood ;  but  deer, 
bear,  turkeys,  turtle,  and  fifh,  came  fre¬ 
quently  to  table  under  fuch  difcouragement, 
oftentimes  by  the  Indians,  and  fometimes  by 
my  own  people,  only  by  their  recreation. 
To  eftablifh  and  render  more  perfect  this 
happy  fettlement,  I  would  wifh  every  fettler 
to  let  thefe  be  Handing  maxims  in  his  own 
breaft,  That  liberty  be  to  all  people  to  wob? 
fhip  the  divine  Being  according  to  their  truth 
and  perlualion,  fo  as  it  tend  to  the  honour 
where  ’tis  all  due,  not  to  the  detriment  of 
civil  fociety,  which  is  not  to  be  inferred  by 
any  fed,  or  from  any  million  :  that  Sunday 

be 
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-  'be  obferved  ftridly  according  to  the  eftablifh-r 
ed  church,  to  which  all  preeminence  muft 
be  given  :  That  Indians  and  Negroes  are  to 
be  efteemed  in  all  refpedts  human,  capable 
of  inheriting  an  happy  eternity,  and  to  be  by 
all  means,  the  former  by  the  means  of  civi¬ 
lity,  humanity,  and  invitation  to  the  attend¬ 
ing  divine  fervice,  drawn  to  chriftianityj  the 
latter,  if  it  is  neceffary  that  they  be  introdu¬ 
ced,  (but  they  are  at  fartheft  defigned  to  be 
but  a  far  minor  part  of  this  fettlement)  are  to 
be  prohibited  the  ufe  of  Sunday  in  railing 
provifion  for  themfelves^  as  is  the  ctiflom  in 
many,  I  may  call  heathen  colonies,  and 
obliged  by  their  mailers  to  attend  divine  fer¬ 
vice  on  that  day,  who  are  to  permit  fome 
other  part  of  the  week  to  be  applied  for  that 
work,  as  they  tender  their  own  advance¬ 
ment  and  thriving  in  life  by  the  work  of 
thofe  Haves.  That  marriage  be  elleemed 
honourable,  and  not  only  a  civil  but  religious 
compadl;  that  though  not  to  be  deferred  by 
the  civil  magillrate  at  any  time,  yet  never 
to  be  omitted  by  the  clergyman  of  the  church 
of  England,  if  prefent,  or  confirmed  by  him 
when  the  firlt  opportunity  offers.  That  all 
children  be  fent  to  be  educated  at  a  proper 
age,  at  the  fchool  intended  to  be  eftablifhed. 
That  no  one  offer  to  fet  up  a  publick  houfe 
of  entertainment,  except  fuch  eftablifhed  by 
the  proprietor,  for  the  foie  ufe  of  travellers 
unprovided  with  lodging,  or  abfolute  neceffary 

refrefh- 
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refrefhment.  That  every  fpecies  of  good  or¬ 
der  be  recommended,  and  that  no  perfon 
whatfoever  induce  Indians  to  make  too  free 
ufe  of  any  ftrong  liquor ;  but  that  every  rule 
laid  down  to  regulate  the  commerce  and  con¬ 
duct  be  obferved  with  that  people  who  per¬ 
mit  us  to  fettle  on  their  profitable  lands. 

I  have  chartered  a  {hip,  and  am  now  go¬ 
ing  over  with  about  fifty  more  fettlers  to  vifit 
my  plantation,  to  give  the  neceffary  direc¬ 
tions  for  its  progreL.  And  any  perfons  who 
may  be  hereafter  inclined  to  fettle  upon  this 
promifing  land,  may  hear  of  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  going  thither  at  the  great  fea  ports 
neareft  to  their  abode,  fuch  as  London, 
Briftol,  Liverpool,  &c.  where  fhips  will  be 
freighted  to  St.  John’s  River,  on  which  my 
plantation  is  fituated,  or  to  St.  Auguftine, 
which  is  about  thirty-five  miles  from  it. 

Tuderly, 

Sept,  i,  1766. 

DENYS  ROLLE. 
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